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doctrinal, and teaches both art and virtue, and is
a maintainer of human society; and for these,
and other like reasons, to be preferred before
contemplation.

Concerning which two opinions I shall forbear
to add a third, by declaring ray own; and rest
myself contented in telling you, my very worthy
friend, that both these meet together, and do
most properly belong to the most honest, in-
genuous, quiet, and harmless art of angling.

And first, I shall tell you what some have ob-
served, and I have found it to be a real truth,
that the very sitting by the river's side is not
only the quietest and fittest place for contempla-
tion, but will invite an angler to it: and this
seems to be maintained by the learned Pet. du
Moulin, who, in his discourse of the fulfilling
of Prophecies, observes, that when God intended
to reveal any future events or high notions to his
prophets, he then carried them either to the
deserts, or the sea-shore, that having so separated
them from amidst the press of people and busi-
ness, and the cares of the world, he might settle
their mind in a quiet repose, and there mate them
fit for revelation.

And this seems also to be intimated by the
children of Israel (PsaL 137), who have in a
sad condition banished all mirth and music from
their pensive hearts, and having hung up their
then mute harps upon the willow-trees growing